
	 Arizona Funeral, Cemetery and Cremation Association 
 

	
BOARD	MEETING	
St.	Francis	Cemetery		•	Phoenix,	AZ	
Thursday,	September	8,	2016	•	10:30	am	
	
MINUT E S 	
	
In	attendance:	
Board	
Hillary	Adair,	President	
Mike	Darus,	Vice	President	
Russell	Persinger		
Liz	Zeig		
Steve	Handley	
	
Staff	
Heather	Long,	Executive	Director	
	
Guests	
Tim	Metcalf	–	JP	Morgan	Investments	

Absent	
Steve	Palmer,	Treasurer		
David	Long,	Secretary	
Paul	Neville	
David	Walker	
Amie	Gazda	
Butch	Hampton	
Greg	Coury	
Donna	Backhaus	
	
	

	

	

	
1. Call	to	Order	

Meeting	called	to	order	at	11:20	AM	by	President	Hillary	Adair.	
	

2. JP	Morgan	Investment	Report		
Account	was	funded	in	June	of	2011	with	$120,000.	Withdrawal	in	2013	of	$20,000,	withdrawal	in	2015	of	
$6,000.	 Balance	 after	 withdrawal	 was	 $94,000.	 As	 of	 today,	 September	 2016,	 our	 investment	 account	
stands	 at	 $120,171	 with	 a	 gain	 of	 $26,	 171	 and	 4.4%	 APY.	 Currently	 we	 have	 our	 investment	 in	 40%	
Stocks,	60%	in	Bonds.		
	

3. Business/Action	Items	
a. Tucson	Site	Tour	–	Vote	on	2018	Property	

The	Convention	Committee	toured	the	Westin	La	Paloma,	Loews	Ventana,	and	Casino	Del	Sol.	The	
committee	recommended	that	we	choose	the	Westin	La	Paloma	as	the	2018	venue.	
	
A	motion	was	made	to	select	the	Westin	la	Paloma	as	the	2018	Venue	by	Hillary	Adair,	seconded	by	
Mike	Darus.	The	motion	passed	unanimously.		
	

b. Cemetery	Board	Seat	Vote	
	
A	motion	was	made	to	accept	Joseph	Lange	in	the	open	Cemetery	Seat	by	Hillary	Adair,	seconded	
by	Mike	Darus.	The	motion	passed	unanimously.		
	
Joseph	Lange	will	fill	the	seat	left	by	Jeff	Cruz	for	a	three-year	term.	
	

c. NFDA	Pac	Item	-	Hillary	Adair	will	coordinate	a	gift	for	the	NFDA	Pac	Auction	at	their	Annual	
Convention	in	Philadelphia	
	

d. Fall	Festival	–	The	2016	Fall	Dinner	will	be	held	at	San	Tan	Brewery	in	Chandler,	AZ	on	November	12,	
2016	from	6-9	PM.	Tickets	will	remain	at	$55/each	and	we	will	be	looking	for	sponsors	of	the	event.	
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e. Maintenance	Seminar	–	Location	and	Coordinator	–	Amy	Gazda	volunteered	Green	Acres	Scottsdale	

for	the	February	2017	Maintenance	Seminar	
	

4. Reports	
a. President’s	Report	
b. Secretary/	Treasurer	Report	

	
A	motion	was	made	to	accept	the	July	12	meeting	minutes	by	Hillary	Adair,	seconded	by	Russ	
Persinger.	The	motion	passed	unanimously.		
	

c. Executive	Director	Report	
Heather	met	with	a	children’s	book	author	who	wrote	a	book	based	on	the	experience	she	had	with	
her	young	daughter	after	the	death	of	her	husband.	It	took	ideas	of	keeping	his	memory	alive	and	put	
them	into	a	kid	friendly	book.	When	firms	purchase	this	book	through	the	AFCCA,	you	save	$3	off	the	
list	price	and	$5	will	go	towards	the	AFCCA	Foundation	for	Children.	The	book	can	be	purchased	on	
our	website.	
	

d. Legislative	Updates		
Last	year	a	bill,	HB2693,	was	introduced	to	add	taxes	to	services,	including	Funeral	Services.	It	was	
stopped,	but	there	is	rumor	it	will	be	reintroduced	again	this	year.	Several	organizations	that	are	
affected	by	this	bill	are	meeting	on	October	3.	Trish	Hart	from	the	Law	Offices	of	John	K.	Mangum	will	
be	attending	this	meeting	on	behalf	of	the	AFCCA.	
	

e. National	Updates	(NFDA/ICCFA/CANA)	
NFDA	Annual	Convention	is	October	23	-26	in	Philadelphia	
	
A	motion	was	made	to	approve	$1000	for	Hillary	Adair	to	attend	the	NFDA	Annual	Convention	by	
Mike	Darus,	seconded	by	Russ	Persinger.	The	motion	passed	unanimously.		
	

f. Supplier	Rep	Update	
Nothing	new	to	report.	
	

g. Foundation	for	Children	Update	
The	Foundation	for	Children	is	planning	a	fundraiser	to	coincide	with	the	Fall	Social.	It	will	include	
purchasing	mystery	boxes	that	contain	gift	cards	and	grand	prizes,	along	with	a	50/50	raffle.	There	
will	also	be	a	Breakfast	with	Santa	in	December	at	Applebee’s	at	44th	&	Thomas.		
	

h. Education	Committee		
School	has	started	again	and	they	would	love	speakers	from	any	firm	members	to	come	down	and	
give	a	presentation	to	the	students.	
	

5. Adjourn	
Motion	to	adjourn	the	meeting	at	1:00	made	by	Hillary	Adair.		Seconded	by	Russ	Persinger.		Motion	
carried	unanimously.	
The	next	full	board	meeting	will	be	Thursday,	November	10,	2016	at	10:30	AM,	to	be	held	at	St.	Francis	
Cemetery	unless	otherwise	noted.	


